
History 514-02: The Global Cold War (Spring 2021) 

Professor David M. Wight (dmwight@uncg.edu) 

Office Hours: By appointment via Zoom 

  

STRUCTURE & SCOPE 

Welcome! This course explores the global roots and consequences of the Cold War. 
While the two superpowers, the Soviet Union and the United States, were important 
leaders in this global struggle, myriad countries from across the world contributed to the 
start, prolongation, and resolution of the conflict. Furthermore, many of the 
consequences of the Cold War, particularly its "hot wars," were larger imposed upon 
societies within the Third World. This course will thus look at the superpowers, allied 
nations, and non-aligned countries to present a truly global understanding of the 
defining geopolitical struggle of the second half of the 20th century. 

  

REQUIRED READINGS 

There are five books assigned for the course, listed below. Books with a “***” after them 
are available for free as ebooks through the UNCG library. The books can also be 
purchased at the University Bookstore. 

Additionally, there are supplemental readings that you will choose from. A book is listed 
as a supplemental reading for each week; you will choose six books to read and write 
short papers on (details below). 

The order of weekly readings and supplemental readings can be found here: HIS 514 - 
Weekly Readings.pdf   

Assigned books: 

Jeremy Friedman, Shadow Cold War: The Sino-Soviet Competition for the Third 
World (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2015) *** 

Piero Gleijeses, Visions of Freedom: Havana, Washington, Pretoria, and the Struggle 
for Southern Africa, 1976-1991 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2013) 
*** 

Lien-Hang T. Nguyen, Hanoi’s War: An International History of the War for Peace in 
Vietnam (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2012) ***  

Abdel Razzaq Takriti, Monsoon Revolution: Republicans, Sultans, and Empires in 
Oman, 1965-1976 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013) *** 

Odd Arne Westad, The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of 
Our Times (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007) *** 
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GRADES 

Your final grade will be comprised of the following: 

Weekly Reflection Papers                              30%     

Discussion                                                        20%     

Supplemental Reading Papers                       30% 

Final Paper                                                       20%     

Grading will be on the following scale: A = 93 and up; A- = 90-92; B+ = 87 to 89; B = 83-
86; B-= 80-82; C+ = 77-79; C = 73-76; F = <73 

  

READINGS LECTURES, AND REFLECTIONS 

What would be Tuesday’s classes (other than for week one, we will meet synchronously 
that first Tuesday) will be posted as videos for you to view on your own time; Thursday’s 
classes (other than week one) will be held synchronously from 12:30 PM to 1:45 PM 
and dedicated to discussions of the readings and video lectures. 

In each week’s module there will be assigned readings and lecture videos. A module’s 
readings and lecture videos will be posted by the Thursday of the week of the preceding 
module if not earlier. Starting week two, you are required to complete the week’s 
readings and lectures and to submit a short writing reflection on them by the end of the 
Wednesday of that week. There will be a question posted to guide your reflection on the 
course materials for each week within the “Assignments” tab in the course menu on the 
left-side of Canvas; this is also where you will submit your reflection. You can also 
include in your reflection any questions you have about the readings, lecture, or the 
course in general. Late submissions for reflections will receive only partial credit. For 
details, see HIS 514 - Reflections Instructions and Rubric.pdf . 

  

DISSCUSSION 

A substantial portion of Thursday classes will be dedicated time where you will be 
required to discuss the assigned readings for that week. If you arrive late, leave early, or 
are absent, your discussion grade for that day may be half or zero credit. You will be 
given one excused absence for any reason (i.e. your lowest discussion score will be 
dropped), but no more, so plan accordingly. 

You are required to complete the readings listed for a discussion day before Thursday 
classes. Most of that class will be devoted to you and your fellow colleagues discussing 
the readings for that day and how they relate to course themes, so if you do not read 
beforehand, you will not be able to engage in discussion with your colleagues or me in a 
meaningful way. Furthermore, you will receive partial credit for attendance, but you will 
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not receive full discussion credit without regularly and thoughtfully participating in 
discussions about the readings in class. The aim is to have a discussion of ideas occur 
between your classmates, with limited guidance from me. You will earn points based on 
the quality, rather than the quantity, of your remarks. Comments with specific examples 
that demonstrate you have thoughtfully read assigned materials will earn points; off-
topic or vague comments will not. Constructive responses to your classmates, which 
show you are listening and considering their opinions whether you agree or disagree 
with them, are especially encouraged. 

Common sense respect is required. Likewise, when discussing ideas, you are required 
to be respectful of other people’s arguments. Critiques and disagreements over the 
ideas we discuss are expected and even encouraged, but this does not permit anyone 
to be offensive or abusive toward others. I reserve the right to remove anyone from 
class for disrespectful behavior. 

  

SUPPLEMENTAL READING PAPERS 

You will be required to submit six short papers (2 pages double-spaced) on six different 
supplemental readings throughout the semester. These papers should cover the 
following three points, roughly sequentially: First, what are the main arguments of the 
book (and, if clear, how does the arguments of the book fit within Cold War 
historiographical debates)? Second, what evidence, sources, methods, theories, and/or 
logics are utilized in the book to defend its arguments? Third, what critiques do you 
have of the book, and where might the field further advance after this work? 

  

FINAL ESSAY 

You will have a final essay for the course. The essay will be 7-8 double-spaced pages, 
begin with a clear thesis that responds to the prompt, and have thoughtful examples 
and analysis which demonstrate your thesis and synthesize the readings and lectures of 
the course. 

  

STUDENT TO STUDENT MESSAGE BOARD 

If you click on the “Discussions” tab you will see a pinned discussion titled “Student to 
Student Message Board.” This is a place where students can post or reply to messages 
about anything related to the course. It is intended as a way for students to connect and 
collaborate, such as forming a study group. 

  

ETIQUETTE 

Throughout the course, whether in video meetings, online discussion boards, or 
assignments, you are required to be respectful of other people and their arguments. 



Critiques and disagreements over the ideas we discuss are expected and even 
encouraged, but this does not permit anyone to be offensive or abusive toward others. I 
reserve the right to remove anyone from class for disrespectful behavior. 

General behaviors to avoid include (but are not limited to): flaming, doxing, using or 
posting offensive images or language that is outside the scope of course materials, 
posting suspicious websites, and advertising yours or others’ businesses or products. 

  

TECHNOLOGY 

This course requires the capability of the student to use and regularly access a 
computer, a word processor, pdf files, the internet (including videos), and a webcam. 
The UNCG library is a resource for technology access. 

On protecting your personal data and privacy, see https://policy.uncg.edu/university-
policies/acceptable_use/ (Links to an external site.). 
If you encounter a technology problem, contact UNCG Information Technology Services 
as soon as possible. They have online, phone and walk-in options for technical support, 
all listed here: https://its.uncg.edu/Help/ (Links to an external site.). If a technology 
problem poses the possibility of preventing you from completing coursework, 
communicate this to myself as soon as possible, too, so we can see if we can mitigate 
any negative impacts on your learning and grade. 

  

ACADEMIC RESOURCES 

UNCG provides a variety of useful services for you, the student. Check them out! 

The UNCG Library (https://library.uncg.edu/ (Links to an external site.)) has a wealth of 
books, articles, archival materials, and other media resources, computers, inter-library 
loan services, and knowledgeable staff. 
The UNCG Writing Center (https://writingcenter.uncg.edu/ (Links to an external site.)) 
provides assistance with writing assignments; contact staff members to set an 
appointment either in person or via instant-messaging. 
The UNCG Speaking Center (https://speakingcenter.uncg.edu/ (Links to an external 
site.)) provides assistance in improving your skill and confidence in public, group, and 
individual speaking. 
If you have any needs or questions related to disability issues, please contact the Office 
of Accessibility Resources and Services (OARS) (https://ods.uncg.edu/ (Links to an 
external site.)). I prioritize making this course accessible to all of the students in it, and I 
will work with OARS to accommodate students’ requests. You do not need to disclose 
details about your disability to me to receive accommodations. 

  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
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The University of North Carolina at Greensboro prohibits any and all forms of academic 
dishonesty. It is the student’s responsible to know what constitutes academic integrity 
and academic dishonesty, and to be familiar with UNCG policies on academic integrity 
laid out here: https://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/academic-integrity-policy/ (Links to an 
external site.). Students who engage in an academically dishonest act (such as 
plagiarizing part of a paper or cheating during an exam) will receive a grade of “F” in the 
course and be reported to the Academic Dean for possible additional disciplinary action, 
including expulsion from the university. Do not attempt it. 
All writing assignments (reflections, papers, etc.) are subject to a plagiarism check 
through the website https://www.turnitin.com/ (Links to an external site.). This website 
compares the text of your paper to text up on webpages, in scholarly works, and within 
its massive database of student papers submitted to schools around the world. If you 
purchase a paper to pass off as your own, it is possible the paper may contain portions 
reused and sold to other students as well. So do not plagiarize or purchase papers, 
whether only a portion of your paper or its entirety. 

  

COMMUNICATION 

I will make periodic announcements regarding important information about the course, 
accessible in the “Announcements” tab. Likewise, I will provide feedback on 
assignments under comments. I might also send you a message via Canvas or an email 
to your UNCG email address if needed. It is your responsibility to monitor and read all of 
these communications in a timely manner. 

I am happy to answer your questions by email or message in Canvas. Please allow me 
a full day to respond (or two on weekends and holidays), but I’ll usually reply sooner. 

I also encourage you to meet with me at my office hours or at another arranged time. 
My office hours will be held via WebEx; go to the Webex tab to schedule or launch an 
appointment. 

  

USEFUL WEBSITES 

History Department Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/UNCGDepartmentofHistory/ (Links to an external site.) 
History Department Website: https://his.uncg.edu/ (Links to an external site.) 

  

SYLLABUS MODIFICATIONS 

I reserve the right to modify or alter any part of the syllabus as the course progresses. It 
is your responsibility to keep up with class announcements about any alterations. 

  

COVID-19 AND GENERAL HEALTH INFORMATION 

https://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/academic-integrity-policy/
https://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/academic-integrity-policy/
https://www.turnitin.com/
https://www.facebook.com/UNCGDepartmentofHistory/
https://his.uncg.edu/


Health and well-being impact learning and academic success. Throughout your time in 
the university, you may experience a range of concerns that can cause barriers to your 
academic success.  These might include illnesses, strained relationships, anxiety, high 
levels of stress, alcohol or drug problems, feeling down, or loss of motivation. 
Student Health Services and The Counseling Center can help with these or other issues 
you may experience. You can learn about the free, confidential mental health services 
available on campus by calling 336-334-5874, visiting the website 
at https://shs.uncg.edu/ (Links to an external site.) or visiting the Anna M. Gove 
Student Health Center at 107 Gray Drive. For undergraduate or graduate students in 
recovery from alcohol and other drug addiction, The Spartan Recovery Program (SRP) 
offers recovery support services. You can learn more about recovery and recovery 
support services by visiting https://shs.uncg.edu/srp (Links to an external site.) or 
reaching out to recovery@uncg.edu  

COVID-19 Spartan Shield Video 

UNCG Chancellor Frank Gilliam has challenged us to create a Culture of Care at UNCG 
where we all wear face coverings and social distance, less to protect ourselves but 
rather more to protect everyone around us. It shows that you care about the well being 
of everyone around you. We have created this video featuring your student body 
presidents to better explain how and why this is so important. 

Please watch this video before the first day of classes. 

https://youtu.be/Mb58551qxEk 
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