History 340-01, Fall 2011
The United States Since World War Il (RI, SI)

Dr. Thomas Jackson T, Th, 2:00-3:15
Office: MHRA 2141 MHRA 2208
Office Phone: 334-4040; History Dept.: 334-5992 tjackson@uncg.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday, 3:30 PM-4:30 PM; WednesdayM-2 PM;
And by appointment

This course examines major events, decisions,randg in the political, social, and cultural higtof

United States since World War Il. Because thdddrStates emerged from that war as the world'srdan
economic and military power, we must understanchld®ry in international context. This class will
examine presidential decision-making, the riséefriational security state in the context of Colar\WWhird
World interventions, and the implications of thdseelopments for democracy and the constitutiorsiem.
Depending on what you will decide most interests, ym the home front we will examine communism and
anti-communism, the civil rights struggle, the VdarPoverty and the War on Drugs (now four decatths o
immigration policy, feminism, and the perennial temh between liberalism and conservatism. A sefies
discussion-debates will ask you to represent v of historical actors (or historians) and tbetically
assess them. (See the separate sheet of possduesilbn-debate topics | am asking you to congiderext
week’s process of narrowing down).

Almost half of our meetings will be led by 4-5 statls in formal panels of discussion and debateenabed
by the professor, with the class serving as intethrs. Studying the recent past is fascinating, &nd
hugely relevant. This may be the most controvidisid of history you will study, because our amt
dilemmas emerge directly from its legacies, achie@s, and failures. There is an obvious danger. kearr
political and moral convictions usually and propesthape the questions we ask of the past. Subh isature
of "issue based inquiry." But unless we are camfidl self-aware, these convictions might pushwaridb
preordained conclusions, and we thereby learnlitdey This class will therefore challenge youetatertain
and accurately represent points of view that you may disagree with. Thisymake you uncomfortable. But
past actors deserve to be understood on their enmstirst, beforewe can evaluate them. They did not have
the benefit of hindsight. We do in relation torthes future historians will in relation to us. B&ping the
responsible wisdom of hindsight is a powerful tédk can thereby understand the constraints and
opportunities of the present, and imagine the piiigis of the future.

History is a form of knowledge and explanation grainges evidence into a narrative or an arguthant
explains change and continuity over time, usualg aesult of both conflict and consensus among ver
different historical actors. Treat this class agxended set of exercises in bringing evidend®&r on
different interpretations that seem plausible angelling because the weight of evidence leads gttt
conclusion. If historians cannot be entirely "@lijee," we can aspire to fuller understandings goaal in
reliable factual evidence and reasonable agreenherill. ask everyone adhere to democratic prirespbdf
discussion and debate. In each discussion-dglmtenay present viewpoints you disagree with oneve
deplore. Everyone will understand that you areglthis in interest of debate. Each debate wilkhav
debriefing session and opportunity for criticaleefion, after a general class Q and A sessiorsd il
culminate in two short papers. These exercisdsnuibt likely set you up for the final researchjgot

Learning Goals
At the end of the semester, you should be able to:

1. Identify and explain the significance of majeelts and developments in US political, social, @rdtlral
history since 1941. Demonstrate factual knowledgewnderstanding of various interpretations asditaa
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by people who lived and made history, and latesdholars. Assess the impact of the presidency, the
national security state, and the welfare state imecan political and social development.

2. Analyze competing claims and interpret evidend® areas of historical controversy. In 2 oktiye/ou
will co-lead a debate and general class discugsionoperation with 3 or 4 other students. Them il
write a short paper that assesses the interpmgatau presented in light of the contexts, comnes)iand
constraints of the time, and in light of evidennd aounter-arguments your peers and the classyeese
during the debate.

3. Verbally present ideas and facts clearly, fotge and consistently. Respectfully engage yoeers and
the professor in dialogue that balances good Iiggesnd sophisticated speaking. Discussion andtdeian
be a powerful vehicle for expanding knowledge advatening reasoning.

5. Understand key changes in the internationakaifeast have affected the composition and texture of
American society and the relative power of the &thfbtates in the world.

6. As a final product, research and report on attprethat emerges from one of your debates oarelse
exercises. This involves gathering information eamaluating various viewpoints and arguments treat a
contained in primary and secondary sources thatlbidentify and locate.

Required readings (selections to be determined whehe class decides on the particular debates):

James T. PattersoBrand Expectations. the United Sates, 1945-1974 (New York: Oxford, 1996).
Available to you thought the library as an e-book.

James T. PattersoRestless Giant: the United Sates from Watergate to Bush v. Gore (New York:
Oxford, 2005).

PDF files available on Blackboard for this cour&heck Blackboard weekly for succinct
supplementary materials, required of all class paitipants.

Expect to read 80-100 pages a week and to do senoesdigging for your presentations and
varied weekly blackboard assignmetusoks and articlesavailable in Jackson Library, a major regional
research libraryscholarly articlesonline through the Library’s web page and the copege for this class;
journalism through the wonderful ProQuest historical datab#sssncluderhe New York Times,
Washington Post, Wall Sreet Journal, and other African American newspapgndmary documents such as
speeches, congressional testimony, memoirs, dianescorrespondence, available through hardcopy
document collections, through a burgeoning univefseeb sites, and through Jackson Library mianofil
collections.

NB!! Jackson Library Course Page (for Research):Library -> Subject Guides -> History -> 340
Compiled by the professor and Dr. Stephen DewpHidDepartment library liaison.

Requirements:

Attendance: Attendance is mandatoryou must email mein advance if you will missclass, or, in case of
emergency, within 24 hours after class. | excuse absences only on the grounds of persofeinily illness,
or serious emergency, or documented need to ategldjious observance. More than three unexcused
absences and your final grade will go down 2 pdortevery day missed. Threensecutive unexcused
absences constitute grounds for asking you to véthidrom the course.

Reading and Preparation:For this class to work, everyone must consistgtypare and be willing to
share insights from your reading and research lgrba&lthough only 5 people a week will be themuripal
debaters, you will have ample opportunity to dertrates that you are informed about the facts and
controversies during the audience question andarssviod that occupies the last half hour of every
discussion-debate.

1. Blackboard Discussion Thread Assignments. 20 %d_ook for assignments under Announcements
and Assignments in Blackboard posted at latest bye preceding Friday. These will be specific short
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"free writing" assignments peppered throughoustraester, asking you to contribute to discussicatls.
They will variously ask the following: comment updabates in which you did not participate; evaluate
secondary and primary sources relevant to a toglendiscussion; evaluate Patterson’s thesis and
viewpoints in relation to what you have learnegpréon little research assignments associatedtiéth
issues under discussion that week.

2. Class Participation 20 %. Several elements can constitute good participaipamt from your good
debate performance. You can respond thoughtfullgnat pose questions to the class. Posing good
guestions when we have clear issues under disousisio earns you points. Reflect upon the relskign
between interpretation and evidence. Balancenliggeand talking. Engage with the speakers sjpetlifi by
name. Expect to report on research findings agigkof the semester. Since this Bpgeaking Intensive
class, if you feel extremely reticent to talk, gle@ome talk to me and visit the Speaking Cemér.will
have a workshop on speaking on September 20.

3. Discussion-Debate Preparation and Performance20% . You will be asked to participate in 2
roundtable discussion-debatesSome of the roundtables/debates will be historiolgical, that is,
comprised of historians today explaining what tttemk happened and why. Most will ask you to présen
the ideas of thinkers and actors speaking at the tihe issues were most salient. The distincieesl

not always be hard and fast. Groups will caucusvweeks in advance with me to strategize at theoénd
Tuesday class.

Two days before you present-participateyou must post on Blackboard a 1 page summaiyeofiiain
points you will be making, whose views you will repent, and the sources for these views. Thesiddhe
clear and in complete sentences. Any quotes astgtatshould have complete bibliographic citations
according to the Chicago Manual of Style 15th editiFor the discussion-debate to succeed, otlopteoe
who take different positions need to anticipatentexarguments or complementary viewpoints to thin.
The discussion board will also allow for dialogueaag the debaters in the interests of as full amgaof
views for the class as your knowledge permits.

4. Short Evaluation Post-Debate Papers. 4-5 pag28% (that's 10% each).These are due exactly 1
week after your participation in the discussionatebYou have now stepped back from the controwangy
are giving your reasoned judgment on it. Explhagirtviews you presented in terms of the broadetests
of choice and understanding historical actors \wareof. In light of other evidence and interptietas you
have now been exposed to, critically assess thgquogou presented. What elements were reasonaiifie
base, forward-looking, chauvinistic? Finally -nos points in the conclusion -- wealé the debaters
missing something important we now know in retraspe

5. Final Research Paper. 20%. A one-page “proposas due November 10 at the absolute latest. The
final paper is due the Day of the Final Exam, Satutay December 10, at 6:30 PM in my office 2141
MHRA. Since this is also a Research Intensive clasg,thas you write 8-10 pages on a specific problem
of interpretation and evidence that came up inbate (In other words, you do not have to starhfro
scratch). What | need to see, however, is a multdr ind more extensively documengsgdlanation, a

partial solution to a historical problem, using evidence and scholarship collected aftedd¢ate. Example:
"In authorizing the use of atomic weapons agaisad, Harry Truman thought he was targeting mylitar
facilities and not civilian populations. This isumdantly clear from his personal diaries. Whabisclear is
why military contingency planning did not refleds Ipriorities. Was Truman simply trying to assubige
own conscience, knowing full well that the atomaertibs would kill "all those kids," an act he depé#er
had the logic of bureaucratic decision-making imnair arrived at the point wheegeryone deemed the mass
killing of civilians too horrible to name, but t@ssential to forego?"

Course policy on sustainability: UNCG recently began a sustainability initiative n@gaus-wide policies
are being adopted that require students, staffaandty to act in ecologically conscious ways wigite
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UNCG. The University is asking you to recycle glabbttles or bring filtered or tap water in reusab
bottles; turn off lights and projectors when yoe e last to leave a room, or when you see anyaiogin;
recycle office paper, newspapers, and cardbogpdssible, turn papers in to me on two-sided pa@ér.
course there is no grade and no points here hegjrade the biosphere gives us all!

Here are a few links to sustainability informatatriJNCG, including a recycling guide.
http://sustain.uncg.eduhttp://www.uncg.edu/student.groups/uncgreen/indax.h
http://www.uncg.edu/rcy/index.htm

Course policy on use of electronic devices in clag3lease turn off cell phones unless you are aataebr
emergency responder. Please do not text. Abbfepiust be used for activities exclusively relateclass.
None will be permitted during debates, when harttewinotes should suffice. The class deservessso |

than your undivided attention. It is a learningapwhere a full range of verbal and nonverbal coe® to
play, and electronic devices can close doors dsagelpen them.

UNCG'’s Academic Integrity Policy http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/

Violations of the Academic Integrity Policy will beandled in accordance with UNCG procedures. An
Educational Resolution Program option is availéblendergraduate students with no other Academic
Integrity violations. | am more serious about thizn almost anything. Cheating cheapens the véloiner
students’ honestly done work. Penalties can rangetaere from having to redo the assignment, tovewe
an F on the assignment or even the course, tosapudtom the University (in cases of repeatedatiohs).
Plagiarism Defined. Memorize the library's definition and then take tesearch tour!
http://library.uncg.edu/depts/ref/tutorial/integrgiagdef.asp

Grading Scale A+: 98-100; A: 93-97; A-: 90-92; B+: 87-89; B: &8, B-: 80-82; C+: 77-79; C: 73-76; C-.
70-72; D+: 67-69; D: 63-66; D-: 60-62; F: 59 and/éw.

Schedule of Meetings and Assignments

NB: By next Tuesday after hearing from all of yowill have the schedule firmed up, including titfes
non-debate days (mostly Tuesdays as I'm scheddébgtes for Thursdays). On this Thursday, we \&ileh
our first free-for-all debate about Truman's decigb drop the atomic bomb on Japan. Starting on
September 8, 10 discussion-debates will followu Yfaust choose two people to speak and read abon't. D
try to represent more than one individual. Eaclugmill meet in advance to agree on formats and
allocation of positions. It will be your resporiitip to caucus with your group briefly in classcatihen if
necessary at greater length out of class.

8/23: Introductions: Review of Debate Options
Finding Secondary and Primary Sources

8/25: A World Destroyed: World War Il and its Legacies
The Atomic Bomb, and Atomic Diplomacy-- Class Free-For-All -- Practice Debate for Everybdy
Assignment: Read the following and then give me a couple chgraaphs on Blackboard’s discussion board
that relates gpecific analytical point to a specific piece of evidence, and then indicates your overall judgment
on one or more of the questions.

PattersonGrand Expectations, Prologue and ch. 4, AND especially pp. 5-7, 108-44 Truman’s
decision to drop the atomic bomb.

Robert James Maddux, “Why We Had to Drop the AtoBuoenb,” American Heritage
(May/June 1995). Available through Journal Firated Blackboard in. xps and .doc format.
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Gar Alperovitz, “Hiroshima: Historians Reasse$%teign-Paolicy 99 (Summer 1995). Available
through Journal finder or on Blackboard in .doc ot format.

Questions Was it justified? On what terms did Truman jysii? Did he feel that it was in particular
need of justification? Did he see it as a moraiitict kind of “winning weapon”? Did he or anyone
calculate the long-term consequences in termsleaghing a global nuclear arms race with the Sgfviet
Were there elements of “Atomic Diplomacy” vis a the Russians, is it possible that Truman dropped t
bomb at least in part fotimidate the Soviets in thpost-war world and not simply to endforld War |1
against Japan as soon as possible, thereby sariegaan troops’ lives?

OPTIONAL: See also Harry Truman's diary entries for 07-1D-488-45 and 07-25-45, on
Blackboard! See also Barton J. Bernstein, “The Atomic BombiRgconsideredForeign Affairs 74, 1
(January 1995), 135-152. Available through Jouinder or on Blackboard.

DUE Friday: Indicate your highest preference, and then sigreth each half of the coursehat you would
be willing to research and participate in (for tatof 12 out of 26 or so). You will choose onddpe the
cutoff date indicated; and one after. Anybody wlbes not post on blackboard or return the sheetyto
history office by noon Friday consents to possii#ing assigned 2 debates. [Pick the particulaviohehls
you wish to represent later].

9/8: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #1

9/15: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #2
9/22: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #3
9/29: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #4
10/6: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #5

FALL BREAK

10/13: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #6

10/20: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #7

10/27: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #8

11/3: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #9

11/10: No Class — Research proposal for final papeiue

11/17: Roundtable Discussion/Debate #10

Classes after that will be devoted to wrapping upssues and getting you in a prime position for writig
a good research paper.

11/22: No class -- research

11/29: Student Reports

12/1: Student Reports

Saturday DECEMBER 10, 6:30 PM -- final papers duen my office 2141 MHRA

! FromNotes by Harry S. Truman on the Potsdam Conferdube17-30, 1945, Harry S. Truman Presidentiatdrip,
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_eaitions/bomb/large/index.pl{lf you cannot read Truman's handwriting, see an
amateur historian whose transcriptions séthful to the original: Doug Long, "Hiroshima: &% It Necessary?http://www.doug-
long.com/Truman Diarieshttp://www.doug-long.com/hst.hjm




