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graduates, whose active lives were engaged with teaching 

and service to the History profession in many extraordinary 

ways.  Ms. Soapes and Ms. McKenzie, thank you so much 

for your significant support for our Public History students!  

 

Iõm also honored again to summarize for you the depart-

mentõs activities in 2016-2017.  We had another eventful 

year.  Lisa Levenstein was named a 2017 ACLS Fellow by 

The American Council of Learned Societies. Levenstein 

will use the 12-month fellowship to work on the book 

òWhen Feminism Went Viral: The American Womenõs 

Movement in the 1990s and Beyond.ó Emily Levine is a 

fellow at the National Humanities Center for the academic 

year 2017-18, where she continues work on her latest pro-

ject òExceptional Institutions: Cities, Capital, and the Rise 

of the Research University.ó  Emily also co-authored and 

published a thoughtful op-ed essay òThe Right Way to Fix 

Universitiesó in the New York Times on the future  

(continued on page 3) 

 

 

 

Greetings, graduates and friends of 

the Department of History, in a 

year in which we celebrate the 

125th anniversary of the founding 

of UNCG! From our earliest days 

as the òState Normal and Industri-

al School,ó to our years as the 

Womanõs College of the Universi-

ty of North Carolina, to 1963 

when we became the University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro, the 

History Department has been an important part of 

UNCGõs history. As our former colleague Allen Trelease 

wrote in Making North Carolina Literate, History and Eng-

lish were first divided into distinct courses of study two 

years after the founding of the Normal School. Since then, 

History has kept going and never looked back! 
 

As you read through the pages of this newsletter, you will 

learn more about students and alumni.  A special graduate 

I wish to boast about this year is History major Phil Koch, 

who at 82 is the oldest graduate to receive a degree at 

UNCG. Phil had started college in the 1950s, but his ca-

reer and family eventually filled his time and attention until 

2014 when after retirement he returned to the classroom at 

UNCG.  Philõs wife Anne also graduated from UNCG as a 

History and English double-major in 2006.  Both Phil and 

Anne were wonderful students to teach and delightful peo-

ple to know while they studied in the History Department. 

You can read Philõs article about the research he did in 

HIS 524 on page 13. 

 

In his column on page 7 my colleague Benjamin Filene  

highlighted the generous planned gifts to the Public History 

program from Emily Soapes and Margaret Drummond 

McKenzie.  Please read more about these two History 
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òSculpting Memories: Confederate   

Statues in Historical Contextó 

From the Department Head, 

JamES Anderson  



 

David Wight has joined the department as a visiting 

assistant professor. Wight is a scholar of U.S., Middle 

East, and world history, with an emphasis in twentieth 

century international relations.  
 

He is currently completing his first book, Oil Money: 
Middle East Petrodollars and the Transformation of 
US Empire, 1967-1988, which is contracted for publi-

cation with Cornell University Press in its òThe United 

States in the Worldó series. Based on newly available 

governmental and nongovernmental sources and Eng-

lish and Arabic language media, Oil Money is the first 

study to comprehensively explain how the surge in pet-

rodollar profits of oil-rich states during the long 1970s 

dramatically changed logics of power and relationships 

between the United States and the Middle East. Addi-

tional publications by Wight include the articles 

òKissingerõs Levantine Dilemma: The Ford Admin-

istration and the Syrian Occupation of Lebanonó in 

Diplomatic History and òHenry Kissinger as Contested 
Historical Icon in Post-9/11 Debates on U.S. Foreign 

Policy,ó in History & Memory.  
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By Kristina Wright 

On November 2, 2017 the History Department lost a much beloved staff 

member. Sara Carter, known in the department as òMiss Bobbie,ó came to 

UNCG in 1968 when we were the Department of History and Political Sci-

ence. During her 30 years in the department she assisted and guided five 

department heads, numerous faculty and staff members, and more students 

than can be counted. She came to work every day with a willingness to help 

anyone who came to her. The guest chair in her office was often occupied 

by those looking for a comforting smile or sage advice. Bobbie was the quin-

tessential southern belle who spoke softly and sweetly but took charge when 

she needed to. The department honors her every year by awarding an in-

coming freshman with the Bobbie Carter Award. She was loved while she 

was here and will be missed now that she is gone. 

Wight joins department as Visiting assistant 

professor  

Wight has previously served as a fellow at the Belfer 

Center at Harvard University and the Dickey Center 

at Dartmouth College and as a lecturer at the Univer-

sity of California Irvine and the University of South-

ern California. He is excited to offer courses on US, 

Middle East, world, and international relations histo-

ry at UNCG. 

 

Department News  

In memoriam: òMissó Bobbie carter 



Harriet Elliott 

lecture series  

Save the Dates!  
 

The History Department is hosting the      

College of Arts and Sciences' Harriet Elliott 

Lecture Series in Spring 2018, with the theme 

of memory and representation.  

Dr. Lonnie Bunch 

Director, National Museum of African Ameri-

can History and Culture, Washington, DC 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

UNCG School of Music Recital Hall 
 

Dr. John DõEmilio 

Professor Emeritus, Departments of History 

and Women and Gender Studies, University 

of Illinois at Chicago; former UNCG History 

Department faculty member, 1983-1998 

Wednesday, March 28, 2018 

3:30-5:30 p.m. 

Elliott University Center, Alexander Room 

of our staff Kristina Wright, Laurie OõNeill, and Dawn Avolio for all they do to keep the History Department office 

afloat.   Dawn was a well-deserving recipient of the College of Arts & Sciences Staff Excellence Award for 2016-2017. 

Congratulations, Dawn! 

As always, we welcome any news our alumni can share about your achievements during the past year.  Please stay in 

touch, and thank you for all your support for the Department of History.  I hope that you all enjoy a healthy and happy 

Holiday Season and 2018!         

- James Anderson 
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of government support for higher education and the 

threats posed by efforts in Congress to tax student loans 

and tuition waivers.  Other achievements include books 

and articles published by our faculty, including Colleen 

Krigerõs Making Money: Life, Death, and Early Modern 

Trade on Africa's Guinea Coast and Greg OõBrienõs co-

edited volume The Native South: New Histories and En-

during Legacies. Much more about our facultyõs numerous 

and varied achievements may be found throughout the 

newsletter. 

Regarding community engagement, I have several past 

events and a future invitation to announce.  On March 23 

several members of the Department participated in our 

second annual roundtable forum òWhat is Fascism? What 

is Authoritarianism?ó to provide the forumõs audience with 

historical examples of fascism and other forms of authori-

tarianism from Europe to the Americas. The event was 

very well-attended. On September 14, the faculty again 

organized a public forum "Sculpting Memories: Confeder-

ate Statues in Historical Context" at the Weatherspoon Art 

Museum, filling the auditorium to maximum capacity. 

Thanks to History faculty Mark Elliott, Benjamin Filene, 

and Watson Jennison for presenting!  This spring the His-

tory Department will host the University-wide Harriet El-

liott Lecture Series.  The Department will bring Lonnie 

Bunch, the director of the newly-established National Mu-

seum of African American History and Culture to speak 

on campus on March 27
th
, followed by a public lecture 

from John D'Emilio, one of the first LGBT historians in 

US academia and a former History faculty member, who 

will speak on March 28
th
. We hope that you all can attend 

these exciting events.  Please see the History Departmentõs 

Facebook page early in the spring semester for more de-

tails.  

Most importantly, I would like to recognize the hard work  

(Department Head Greeting, continued from page 1) 

 

Department News  



We found evidence in UNCGõs archives that our cur-

rent staff has been here much longer than we thought! 

Dawn Avolio was a recipient of the Staff Excellence Award 

for 2016-2017 from the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Laurie OõNeill spent her 30th anniversary traveling around 

Dublin, London, Devon, and Cornwall. 

Kristina Wright celebrated 20 years in the department this 

year! 
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Department News  

Graduating and award-winning history students were hon-

ored at our department ceremony on May 12, 2017. The 

speaker for the ceremony this year was Dr. Tiffany    

Packer. Her speech was titled òOur Duty to Go Higher.ó 

Dr. Packer, a native of Leakesville, Mississippi, obtained 

her Ph.D. from the Department of History at UNC-

Greensboro and served as Visiting Assistant Professor of 

History at Johnson C. Smith University. In the Spring of 

2012, she became the first African American to graduate 

with a Ph.D. in History from UNC-Greensboro. Dr. 

Packer has done extensive research on the 1979 Greens-

boro Massacre and has a particular focus on Post-Civil 

Rights activism in black working class communities. Some 

of her most recent work has included the problems of 

policing in communities of color. Dr. Packer, along with 

her Public History class, recently co-curated the ground-

breaking exhibition,    "K(no)w Justice, K(no)w Peace," at 

the Levine Museum of the New South located in Char-

lotte, North Carolina.  

HISTORY Graduation 

ceremony 2017  

STAFF NEWS 


