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We are happy 

to welcome a new 

colleague, Anne 

Parsons, to the De-

partment of History 

this year.  Anne 

studies the history 

of confinement, and 

she will be teaching 

courses in Public 

History and U.S. History.  You can read 

more about Anne elsewhere in this news-

le"er.   

Anne joins the Public History pro-

gram at UNCG at a time when the pro-

gram continues to thrive and win national 

accolades.  Students from our Public Histo-

ry MA program received the 2013 Gradu-

ate Student Project Award from the Na-

tional Council for Public History for their 

work on the exhibition, ʺPast the Pipes: 

Stories of the Terra Co"a Community,ʺ 

which opened last December at the Terra 

Co"a Museum in Greensboro.  One such 

award is given annually.  In addition, the 

UNCG Public History program was select-

ed last year as one of twelve programs na-

tionwide to collaborate on the Guantana-

mo Public Memory Project.  

           Throughout this newsle"er, you can 

read about all the interesting work our fac-

ulty is doing, but I would like to highlight 

a few recent faculty achievements here.  

The Department was very pleased to learn 

that Lisa Tolbert, associate professor of 

History, won the 2013 UNC Board of Gov-

ernors Award for Excellence in Teaching 

  

for UNCG.  Every year, one winner of this 

prestigious award is selected for each campus 

in the UNC system.  Tom Jackson, associate 

professor of History, is on an off-campus as-

signment this year, after he was selected for 

the Edna and Norman Freehling Fellowship 

in South Atlantic Studies at the Virginia 

Foundation for the Humanities.  And Colleen 

Kriger, professor of History, is serving this 

academic year as the Chancellor’s Resident 

Fellow in UNCG’s Lloyd International Hon-

ors College.  Colleen is the second History 

faculty member chosen for this honor since 

2009. 

This fall, the Department of History 

joined UNCG’s innovative partnership with 

Well·Spring Retirement Community in 

Greensboro by offering a History Lecture Se-

ries.  Jill Bender, Jeff Jones, and Stephen  

 

(continued on page 9) 

Greetings from the Department Head, Charles Bolton 
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Our undergraduates often remark 

that studying the past offers a unique and 

important perspective on the present.  In 

learning about cultures and time periods 

very different from their own, students 

gain new insight into the major issues fac-

ing the United States today.  Yet the mor-

al and intellectual questions that students 

grapple with in the classroom are only  

 
(continued on page 2) 

The History Major and the 
21st Century Labor Market  
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Anne Parsons Joins History Faculty 

Anne Parsons joined the History Department as 

assistant professor in Fall 2013, with specialties in public 

history and twentieth-century U.S. history. Her disserta-

tion, “Re-institutionalizing America: The Politics of Men-

tal Health and Incarceration, 1945-1985,” focused on the 

politics of confinement in the United States. In particular, 

she studied how the closure of state psychiatric hospitals 

intersected with the rise of mass incarceration. Currently, 

she is revising the dissertation as a book manuscript and 

completing an oral history project in which she inter-

viewed people involved in the deinstitutionalization 

movement around Philadelphia. 

Dr. Parsons has practiced public history in a vari-

ety of se"ings over the past decade.  She received her 

MA in History with a concentration in Public History 

from NYU in 2005 and her Ph.D. from the University of Illinois at Chicago in 2013. She has worked at American 

History Workshop and the Dyckman Farmhouse Museum, and most recently, she served on the curatorial team 

for the Chicago History Museum’s award-winning exhibition, “Out in Chicago.”  She and her partner have en-

joyed exploring North Carolina’s state parks and look forward to seeing more of Greensboro by bike before the 

cold weather hits. 

 

(History Major, continued from page 1) 

part of what makes studying history so valuable.  History courses offer students opportunities to develop criti-

cal thinking skills, research competencies, effective writing, and information literacy that will help them to suc-

ceed in any career they choose.  

This year, the UNCG History Department created a new commi"ee to help students, parents, and em-

ployers recognize how training in history will help students to succeed in the 21st century workforce.  Surveys 

of employers consistently show that they value the research, communication, and information skills that stu-

dents develop. The Association of American Colleges and Universities found the two top skills that employers 

want more of in college graduates are 1) the ability to communicate effectively orally and in writing and 2) criti-

cal thinking and analytic reasoning skills.  These are exactly the kinds of skills students develop when they take 

courses in history.  

For most American workers, the days of preparing for a single career are over.  In the 21st century work-

place, employees typically change jobs ten times in the two decades following college.  We cannot predict the 

kinds of job openings that will exist thirty years from now, let alone train for them.  But we can be quite certain 

that the skills students acquire by majoring in history will offer them flexibility to assume a wide range of ca-

reers.  

Our commi"ee is looking to capture stories of how history majors have used the skills they acquired at 

UNCG in their diverse careers and graduate studies.  We would also like to connect with employers to discuss 

how history majors can contribute to their workforce.  If you would be willing to share your career path and/or 

can help us make connections with employers, we would love to hear from you.  Please contact Lisa Levenstein: 

levenstein@uncg.edu 

~Lisa Levenstein 

Dr. Anne Parsons, photo by Dawn Avolio 
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“Teaching is my passion and I’m really 

thrilled and honored to receive this award from 

the Board of Governors,” she said. “Students learn 

more when they are actively engaged in the 

course. Thus my philosophy of teaching may be 

summed up in the idea that students learn by 

‘doing history.’ ” 

Tolbert’s courses combine the idea that his-

tory is a practice as well as a subject ma"er. Ra-

ther than creating courses organized according to 

a traditional lecture format, she designs courses as 

history workshops during which students master 

knowledge through practice and application of 

the historian’s craft.  

Her current research project, “Beyond Pig-

gly Wiggly: Self-Service and the Social Landscape 

of Food Shopping in the Early Twentieth Centu-

ry,” examines self-service as an important turning 

point in modern consumer history, both from the 

perspective of entrepreneurs who reinvented their 

store interiors and consumers who responded to 

self-service with great ambivalence. The project 

focuses on food shopping as a cultural practice.  

 

Faculty News 

(Reprinted with permission from University       

Relations) 

Dr. Lisa C. Tolbert, an associate professor 

of American cultural history at UNCG, is the 

2013 recipient of the UNC Board of Governors 

Award for Excellence in Teaching, the highest 

honor bestowed by the UNC system for superior 

teaching. The award, which comes with a $7,500 

cash award, [was] presented to Tolbert at 

UNCG’s spring commencement ceremony.  

“It is an honor and a pleasure when an 

excellent teacher is recognized by their peers and 

by their students, and Dr. Tolbert is a most wor-

thy recipient of this award,” Chancellor Linda P. 

Brady said. “Exceptional teaching is the bedrock 

of a quality education.” 

The 17 BOG Teaching Excellence Award 

recipients, representing an array of academic dis-

ciplines, were nominated by special commi"ees 

on their home campuses. Established in 1994 to 

underscore the importance of teaching and to 

reward good teaching across the system, the 

awards are given annually to a tenured faculty 

member from each UNC campus. 

“Teaching is our primary obligation and 

proudest accomplishment of each of our institu-

tions and their faculty,” Peter D. Hans, chairman 

of the UNC Board of Governors, wrote in a le"er 

notifying Tolbert of the award. “The Board of 

Governors extends our warmest congratulations 

to you for this significant and well deserved hon-

or.”  

Tolbert earned a doctorate in American 

history at UNC Chapel Hill in 1994 and has 

taught at UNCG since then. She became an asso-

ciate professor in 2000 and is a past recipient of 

the Dean’s Merit Award for Research and the 

Dean’s Merit Award for Teaching Excellence. 

Tolbert Wins Coveted Award for Excellence in Teaching  

Dr. Lisa Tolbert, photo by Dawn Avolio 
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Charles Bolton,  William 

F. Winter and the New 

Mississippi: A Biography 

(University Press of Mis-

sissippi, 2013) 

ʺWilliam Winter is a fasci-

nating figure in the history 

of the modern South. He is 

among a handful of the 

most important politicians 

in twentieth-century Mis-

sissippi, but also an unu-

sually thoughtful and intelligent observer and par-

ticipant in the dramatic changes that took place in 

his native state in the second half of the twentieth 

century. Chuck Bolton brings to this book all of the 

skill and rigor on display in his previous works. The 

end result is a compelling biography that is sure to 

stand as the definitive work on a very fine governor 

and an even more remarkable human being.ʺ -

Joseph Crespino, Emory University 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  AT  GREENSBORO 

New Faculty Publications 

Cheryl Logan, Professor 

Emerita of History and 

Psychology,  Hormones, 

Heredity, and Race: Spec-

tacular Failure in Interwar 

Vienna (Rutgers Press, 

2013) 

ʺThis terrifically inventive 

and important story is one 

of the first to examine 

physiological a"empts to 

understand heredity in the first half of the twentieth 

century, offering a beautiful rendering of the inter-

section of science and politics.ʺ  - Vassiliki Be"y 

Smocovitis, University of  Florida 

Professor Colleen Kriger was one of a hand-

ful of experts invited this past October to speak at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York in the 

context of a day-long symposium titled Interwoven 

Globe: The Worldwide Textile Trade, 1500-1800. Featur-

ing speakers from the United Kingdom, Japan, Por-

tugal, the Netherlands, and the United States, the 

symposium explored the impact of the growing tex-

tile trade during the 16th and 17th centuries. Kriger’s 

talk, titled “Lost and Found in Translation: West Af-

rican Textiles and Atlantic Trade,” represented the 

fruition of more than thirty years of scholarship on 

the topic. It was also delivered before an audience of 

875 people, a number substantially greater than that 

found at ordinary academic conferences! Congratula-

tions to Dr. Kriger, and our thanks for bringing 

UNCG to the a"ention of a truly wider audience.  

~Richard Barton    

Kriger Speaks at MET 

Emily Levine, Dream-

land of Humanists:  

Warburg, Cassirer, 

Panofsky, and the Ham-

burg School (University 

of Chicago Press, 2013) 

 

“Dreamland of Humanists 

is a deeply researched, 

well-structured, and ele-

gantly wri"en work of 

history that brings to life 

the city of Hamburg, a 

place that, thanks to its unique Hanseatic eco-

nomic and political traditions, served as a wel-

come home for the Warburg Library and the three 

German Jewish intellectuals most closely associat-

ed with its name. Levine should be commended.” 

- Peter E. Gordon, author of Continental Divide: 

Heidegger, Cassirer, Davos 
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Encountering Change: An Oral History Project on UNCG, 1963-1977 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  AT  GREENSBORO 

Over the past few decades, community engage-

ment has emerged as a main theme in public history. 

Historians have repeatedly ventured outside the walls of 

museums and universities to create projects by and for 

their communities. This semester, the first-year Museum 

Studies students have studied how the boundaries be-

tween the university, museum, and community often 

bend and blur. As one student, Sco4 Chamness, wrote, 

“Museums don’t just tell the story… they are part of the 

story.” 

The same principle applies to universities. The 

learning and research produced at places such as UNCG 

both tell the story of the human experience and com-

prise an integral part of it. With that perspective in 

mind, the first-year Museum Studies students embarked 

on an oral history project of UNCG, to mark the 50th an-

niversary of it going coed. The class gathered oral histo-

ries from people on campus in the years after 1963, 

which will be deposited at the University Archives.  

In their work, the class found that the story of 

coeducation made up only one part of the history of 

UNCG in that period. Anne Prince Cuddy, an alumna 

and former SGA President, described protest as a way of 

life in the Sixties, as UNCG students challenged racial 

segregation and the campus’s in loco parentis policies.   

But the class also found that many people 

brought about change in ways other than political pro-

test. For instance, faculty interviewees did not play a 

major role in political actions but instead changed the 

campus through their work. Biology’s Odessa Patrick 

became one of the first African American faculty mem-

bers at UNCG, where she mentored African American 

students when they struggled at the school. And in 1971, 

UNCG hired Loren Schweninger to teach and research 

African American history as part of a broader movement 

to have African American courses on campus.  

On Tuesday, December 10, the class will display 

its findings on UNCG as a site of change at a reception at 

Special Collections in Jackson Library, from 3:00 to 5:00 

PM. Please join us and contact Anne Parsons at aepar-

son@uncg.edu to RSVP.  

     ~Anne Parsons 

 

Museum Studies student Tricia Runzel with        

interviewee Tom Martin, Class of ’69.  

Reception for the Reception for the Reception for the Reception for the     
UNCG Oral History Project UNCG Oral History Project UNCG Oral History Project UNCG Oral History Project     

    

Where: Where: Where: Where: Special Collections, UNCG  
Jackson Library  

When: When: When: When: Tuesday, December 10, 3:00-5:00  

RSVP: RSVP: RSVP: RSVP: Dr. Anne Parsons at  
aeparson@uncg.edu  



 

PAGE 6   FALL 2013 

Department News 

Entering my final year 

as Director of Undergraduate 

Studies, I have enjoyed ge"ing 

to know a lot of students who 

have come to me with ques-

tions about advising, transfer 

credit, and study abroad. 

Thankfully, the support staff 

here in the History Department, 

namely Dawn Avolio, Kristina Wright, and Laurie 

O’Neill, as well as Department Head Charles Bolton 

and other colleagues have helped to make the job 

easier for me.  

Over my three-year tenure as director, the 

Undergraduate Studies Commi"ee established a set 

of Learning Goals for the department that lend them-

selves to various assessment measures and created a 

new course (HIS 391, “Historical Skills and Meth-

ods”) to replace the department’s Research Intensive 

(RI) requirement.  The intention of this course is to 

be"er prepare students for the department’s cap-

stone course, HIS 511, our research and writing sem-

inar.  It is still too early to tell for sure if having the 

new HIS 391 as a prerequisite to HIS 511 has helped, 

but we hope to be able to assess that soon and gauge 

student preparedness for the la"er course. To go 

along with our new departmental Learning Goals, 

we also developed a set of rubrics to assess or meas-

ure how our students are doing in our courses, 

which in turn is part of a broader exercise of 

“curriculum mapping” that entails developing a set 

of guidelines for different levels of undergraduate 

courses so that there will be consistency in terms of 

Student Learning Objectives and Program Goals in 

200-, 300-, as well as 400- and 500-level courses. This 

is a process that we hope to have wrapped up by the 

end of this year. 

Meanwhile, we have been busy trying to pro-

mote history as a major to undergraduates by em-

phasizing the fact that the skills learned in history 

classes, such as critical thinking, and speaking and 

writing skills prepare students very well for an ex-

tremely diverse 21st century job market.  There are, 

of course, no guarantees in today’s tough economy, 

but multiple studies have shown that employers 

seek students with degrees in the humanities for 

precisely these skills and that history majors do not 

fare any worse than others upon entering what is un-

deniably a very tough job market. Also, the average 

worker in today’s economy changes jobs between sev-

en to nine times, and the good thing about the skills 

gained as a history major is that they are transferable 

to a wide variety of jobs. 

The Undergraduate Studies Commi"ee also 

continues to encourage our History majors to take ad-

vantage of UNCG’s numerous and affordable interna-

tional study opportunities. There is no be"er way to 

learn the history, culture, and language of another 

country than by going there for a semester or even a 

year. We continue to explore the possibility of creating 

short summer study abroad courses similar to those 

offered in other departments such as Languages, Liter-

atures, and Cultures and Classical Studies, and interest 

among faculty so far is strong, so we hope the same 

will be true for students as well. I will be leading a 

group of tourists from UNCG’s Emeritus program on a 

thirteen-day river cruise between Moscow and St. Pe-

tersburg next summer and hope that this trip will be 

the first step toward creating a program that will in-

clude undergraduates as well. Regardless of the pro-

gram, we strongly encourage history majors to study 

abroad for a truly life-changing and highly educational 

experience. Contact UNCG’s International Programs 

Center for more information. 

Congratulations to all of our outstanding un-

dergraduate History majors who received awards and 

scholarships this past year (listed on page 19). And 

congratulations as well to all of our students who met 

the qualifications for initiation into Phi Alpha Theta, 

the History Honor Society. I anticipate another produc-

tive academic year, thanks in large part to my wonder-

ful colleagues on the Undergraduate Studies Com-

mi"ee: Watson  Jennison, Lisa Levenstein, Emily  

Levine, Linda Rupert, and Peter Villella.  

~Jeff Jones 

From the Desk of the Director of  

Undergraduate Studies 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  AT  GREENSBORO 
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From the Desk of the  
Director of Graduate Studies 

leigh, and Keri Petersen, a Ph.D. student and Assis-

tant Professor at Benne" College in Greensboro was 

selected as a UNCF Mellon Faculty Doctoral Fellow 

for 2013. Three MA alumni joined other Ph.D. pro-

grams this past year: Jennifer Scism Ash, MA 2008, 

a"ends the University of Illinois at Chicago; Rebecca 

Adams, MA 2013, a"ends George Mason University; 

and Jeremy Piercy, MA 2013, a"ends the University 

of Edinburgh in the United Kingdom. Laura Malloy, 

MA 2013, won the UNCG Atlantic World Research 

Network Graduate Student Research Award for 

2013. Ph.D. students Christopher Graham, Brian 

Lee, Steven Peach, and Virginia Summey published 

articles in the Journal of Southern Religion, the Virginia 

Magazine of History and Biography, Ethnohistory, and 

the North Carolina Historical Review, respectively. 

Several additional MA and Ph.D. students published 

shorter essays and book reviews in a variety of aca-

demic journals and other publications. Readers can 

follow the accomplishments of our Ph.D. and MA 

students and alumni on these two web pages: 

(www.uncg.edu/his/macareers.html and 

www.uncg.edu/his/phdcareers.html). We encourage 

graduate alumni to contact us with their career in-

formation. 

Our graduate program benefits from several 

scholarships established by alumni and other sup-

porters of the History Department. In this time of 

state-level budget austerity, such funds are a vital 

tool to enable our graduate students to succeed and 

perform at the highest level. For example, three 

Ph.D. students,  Sarah Gates, Therese Strohmer, 

and Margaret Williams, won Allen W. Trelease 

Graduate Fellowships established by our late col-

league Dr. Allen Trelease to aid doctoral students in 

their dissertation research. The state and university 

budget cuts are impacting our graduate enrollments, 

as we have less funds available for graduate assis-

tantships and we have fewer faculty lines because of 

the inability to fill vacancies caused by retirements. I 

am happy to talk with anyone who wants to consid-

er making their mark on our graduate programs by 

establishing funds to aid students in conducting re-

search and sharing that research with the wider pub-

lic.      

                                                                 ~ Greg O’Brien 

The past year was a 

busy and successful one for 

the Graduate Program. The 

department granted another 

fifteen MA degrees last 

spring. In addition, four 

more Ph.D. students have 

defended their dissertations, 

resulting in a total of twelve 

doctoral degrees granted by 

the department so far. As of 

this writing, two more doc-

toral degrees are being com-

pleted in Fall 2013, with 

more expected to finish this coming spring. We are 

especially pleased by the quality of applications to the 

graduate program this past year. The number of appli-

cations remained basically constant, although our 

graduate enrollments are down for a variety of rea-

sons. We enrolled a well-qualified group of about fif-

teen students into the two concentrations of the MA 

program. In addition we enrolled three new doctoral 

students, of which one earned his MA degree at 

UNCG, one at Clemson University, and the third one 

at N.C. State. For 2013-2014, the graduate commi"ee is 

comprised of the following faculty members: Jamie 

Anderson, Jill Bender, Jodi Bilinkoff, Mark Ellio4, 

Benjamin Filene, and Stephen Ruzicka. 

Our doctoral program in U.S. History (now in 

its tenth year) witnessed four students earn their doc-

toral degrees this past year: Karen Hawkins (BA, 

North Carolina State University; MA, North Carolina 

State University, Advisor: Jackson); Paige Meszaros 

(BA, UNCG; MA, North Carolina State University, 

Advisor: Tolbert); Alyce Miller (BA, UNC Chapel 

Hill; MA, UNCG, Advisor: Jackson); and Natasha 

Thompson (BA, UNC Asheville; MA, Appalachian 

State University, Advisor: Bolton). 

In other doctoral student and alumni news, I 

am pleased to report that several students recorded 

major accomplishments in the past year. For example, 

Angela Robbins Marri4, Ph.D. 2010, accepted an As-

sistant Professor position at Meredith College in Ra-
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     It has been a year of ex-

traordinary achievements by 

our public history graduate 

students.  The Museum Stud-

ies class of 2013 won the Na-

tional Council on Public His-

tory’s “Best Graduate Student 

Project Award” (just one is 

given each year) for its Terra 

Co"a Community History 

Project, a project that culmi-

nated in a North Carolina Humanities Council-

funded exhibition called “Past the Pipes: Stories of 

the Terra Co"a Community.”  Meanwhile, the class 

of 2014 traveled to New York City for the opening 

of the Guantánamo Public Memory Project’s travel-

ing exhibition, for which the students researched, 

wrote, and designed the section about life on the 

base during the Cold War.  The students also gave 

presentations at the public conference on Guantá-

namo’s past, present, and future, held in conjunc-

tion with the exhibit.  Now those same students are 

busily preparing public programs and an exhibi-

tion supplement for when that exhibit opens at the 

International Civil Rights Center and Museum in 

Greensboro (December 12, 2013-February 1, 2014). 

For all that public activity, some of the 

more important events for the program happened 

behind the scenes.  We are thrilled to welcome Dr. 

Anne Parsons as a new faculty member in public 

history.  Her wealth of project experience with the 

Chicago History Museum, the New York Historical 

Society, and the Dyckman House Museum in New 

York City will be a terrific asset to our students, as 

will her expertise in digital history, disability histo-

ry, and the history of incarceration.  Already this 

fall she has been making significant contributions 

to the program. 

Dr. Parsons’s arrival enables a curricular 

change that will significantly benefit current and 

future students.  This year’s entering cohort (the 

From the Desk of the  
Director of Public History 

class of 2015) will be the first to complete a new pub-

lic history capstone in their final year of the program.  

Working with Dr. Parsons and me, each student will 

complete a two-semester, independent-study public 

project on a topic of his or her choice.  The project 

will involve original research, likely drawing on local 

or regional history and working with an institutional 

or community partner.  After uncovering the story 

that excites them, students will then work to devise 

impactful ways to share it publicly.  That might 

mean creating an exhibition, an educational pro-

gram, a school curriculum, or a digital product.  

Along the way, the various elements of the project 

will be compiled in a portfolio that can be reviewed  

 

(continued on page 9) 

 

 
Students pose in New York City in front of the panel they 

created for the Guantánamo Public Memory Project’s 

traveling exhibition (December 2012).  The full traveling 

exhibit opens at Greensboro’s International Civil Rights 

Center and Museum in December 2013. 
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(Director of Public History, continued from page 7) 

 

by institutional partners, peers, advisors, and fu-

ture employers.  The final step in the capstone will 

be reflection.  Students will write essays about 

what they have learned from the process of creat-

ing the project and, as well, will present about the 

project at the history department’s annual spring 

graduate conference. 

By the time a Museum Studies student 

graduates, she or he will have completed two his-

toriography seminars, wri"en a historical research 

paper, completed a smaller public project (in Mu-

seum and Historic Site Interpretation, HIS 627); 

wri"en a grant (in The Practice of Public History, 

HIS 626); completed a larger public project (in the 

Community History Practicum, HIS 633); and, in 

most cases, completed electives in museum educa-

tion, museum collections, and digital history, each 

of which also has a hands-on component.  The 

new capstone will enable students to take all of 

these skills and experiences and deploy them to 

do original work that reflects their own individual 

interests.  The end result should help them further 

clarify their career interests, enhance their com-

petitiveness on the job market, and, befi"ing a 

capstone, tie together their two-year experience at 

UNCG.  We look forward to launching this pro-

cess with the current first-year students! 

                                                     ~ Benjamin Filene 

Staff News 

The department’s own Professor Stephen 

Ruzicka will develop one of the first two MOOCs 

to be offered at UNCG. As a “Massively Open 

Online Course,” a MOOC allows potentially thou-

sands of students to enroll without prerequisites, 

and generally without fees, in an online course 

that typically does not carry degree credit.  

Ruzicka’s course grows out of one of his success-

ful MALS courses and will be titled, “Passion of 

the Western Mind.” Asking “big questions” such 

as, “What is the mind? What does it mean to be 

human? What is the purpose of life?” the course 

will examine the characteristic, often-conflicting 

answers given by thinkers from succeeding West-

ern cultures. It will also spend some time thinking 

about how models of “liberal” education have 

been shaped by the answers given to these ques-

tions. We wish Dr. Ruzicka the best as he navi-

gates the waters of this challenging – but exciting 

– new academic enterprise.  

~Richard Barton 

Ruzicka Develops MOOC 

Our department office staff goes out for a coffee break. 

(L-R: Laurie O’Neill, Chuck Bolton, Kristina Wright, 

Dawn Avolio.)  

(Department Head, continued from page 1) 
 

Ruzicka each presented a lecture to large and enthu-

siastic audiences at  Well·Spring this fall.  The De-

partment plans to continue this lecture series at 

Well·Spring in the coming semesters.  

Finally, please take a moment to fill out 

the alumni questionnaire on page 16 and return it 

to us.  We always want to hear what our former 

students are doing once they have left UNCG.  

~Charles Bolton 



Student News 

The UNCG His-

torical Society has been a 

part of campus life since 

1981, the oldest depart-

mental group on campus. 

Over the past year, we 

have been actively in-

volved in campus life, 

trying to enrich both our 

members and the general 

public. This effort in-

cludes several book talks 

and panels that we orga-

nized. 

It is customary for us to host a panel each 

semester on varying topics from history. These 

panels consist of three to four professors from 

campus that are gracious enough to come and 

speak to us. All of these panels are open to the 

public to a"end. Last fall, we hosted a panel 

called “Apocalypse Now!” which discussed sev-

eral different theories on the end of the world 

that people have held throughout history, rang-

ing from historical interpretations of disease in 

the past to the stories of supernatural occurrenc-

es that permeated society. 

We also co-hosted a book talk for Jona-

than Shectman’s book, Bound For the Future: 

Child Heroes of the Underground Railroad. Also 

open to the public, this talk concentrated on the 

children that served on the Underground Rail-

road and the contributions that they made. (This 

talk was also hosted by the UNCG Student Li-

braries Advisory Council) 

In the spring, we hosted our second pan-

el, “Reflections Across the Rhine: A Discussion 

of Germany.” This panel covered the views peo-

ple have held of Germany, beginning with classi-

cal interpretations all the way to the new  

UNCG Historical Society 2012-2013 

immigrants who are adapt-

ing to Germany and the  

ways they are changing 

Germany in return. Weʹd 

like to extend a special 

thank you to Dustin Cran-

ford for his cooperation in 

organizing this panel. 

      It was also in the spring 

that we took our annual 

trip! This past year we visit-

ed Ge"ysburg, Pennsylva-

nia. As 2013 is the 150th 

anniversary of the ba"le, 

we thought it would be a great time to go to the 

Ge"ysburg National Park. We also visited several 

other historical sites, including some in Harris-

burg. 

This year we presented our Fall Panel, held 

at the end of October. This semester’s panel was 

“Slavery Through the Ages,” in which our panel-

ists talked about the differences and similarities of 

slavery throughout history, coming all the way 

into the modern era’s slave trade. We also held a 

book talk for Dr. Andrew Darien’s book that is to 

be released this year, New York’s Finest: Integration 

and Identity in the New York Police Department. He 

visited us on November 7. Both of these events, as 

before, were open to the public. 

And lastly, we are all hard at work plan-

ning our annual spring trip to Boston, Massachu-

se"s. We are all very excited and working hard to 

make sure our trip comes to fruition in the spring. 

Be sure to stay connected! You can find us 

online at uncghistoricalsociety.blogspot.com and 

on Facebook. 

~Kristen Thomas, President, and Rachel Sanders, 

Webmaster 
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Student Careers  
and Publications 

Hannah Dudley Shotwell, Ph.D. student, re-

ceived the Award for Outstanding Work in 

Women’s and Gender Studies at UNCG in 2012. 

James Findley, Ph.D. student, received a Society 

for the History of Authorship, Reading & Pub-

lishing (SHARP) travel grant in 2013, and a grant

-in-aid to the Folger Shakespeare Library in 2012. 

John Kaiser, Ph.D. student, is a full time instruc-

tor at Wake Technical Community College. 

Brian Lee, Ph.D. student, published the article 

“Program of Action: The Rev. L. Francis Griffin 

and the Struggle for Racial Equality in Farmville, 

1963,” with Brian J. Daugherity, in The Virginia 

Magazine of History and Biography, 2013. 

Steven Peach, Ph.D. student, published “Creek 

Indian Globetro"er: Tomochichi’s Trans-Atlantic 

Quest for Traditional Power in the Colonial 

Southeast,” in Ethnohistory, Fall 2013. He also 

published “Traditional Healing and Modern 

Medicine” in the Greenwood Encyclopedia of Ameri-

can Indian Issues Today, Greenwood, 2013. 

Virginia Summey, Ph.D. student, published 

ʺRedefining Activism: Judge Elreta Alexander 

Ralston and Civil Rights Advocacy in the New 

South,ʺ in the North Carolina Historical Review, 

July 2013. 

Monica Ward, Ph.D. student, published a book 

review in Ethnohistory, Winter 2013. 
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Mozingo Interviewed by 88.5 

WFDD about High Point Exhibit  

(Reprinted with permission from University       

Relations) 

Kimberly Mozingo, a graduate student in 

the Department of History with a concentration in 

Museum Studies, was interviewed by 88.5 WFDD 

regarding her masters degree project, an exhibition 

titled, “A Beautiful Suburb: High Point’s West 

End,” about the change of the area over time. 

“The West End is on English Road [in High 

Point], and it got its name because it was the west-

ern end of the trolley line that ran through High 

Point,” she stated. 

A hosiery mill built in the 1920s brought 

prosperity to the area for quite some time. By the 

1950s, it was referred to in newspaper articles as a 

beautiful suburb. In the 1980s, however, “High 

Point widened English Road,” Mozingo explained, 

“so they took away the parking that used to be on 

the road, so there was really no place for people to 

park. And once the hosiery mill left — in the 60s 

and 70s, hosiery started leaving High Point — the 

area just became… different.” 

Since that time, “the West End went from 

being a prosperous area to the most dangerous 

drug and crime-ridden area in High Point,” she 

said. 

Mozingo’s exhibit [was] at the High Point 

Museum, on East Lexington Avenue in High Point. 

The museum is open from 10 til 4, Wednesday 

through Saturday. She also recently led a panel dis-

cussion about the West End and the exhibit. 

 
Sanders Writes about Preservation Work 

History major Rachel Sanders writes about her work in the Department of Special Collections and Uni-

versity Archives at Jackson Library on the SCUA blog: A Studentʹs Perspective: Behind the Stacks in 

Manuscripts and Archives. 



Faculty News 
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Jamie Anderson was busy throughout the 

year pu"ing the final touches on his co-edited vol-

ume, Forging the Fiery Frontier: Two Millennia of Chi-

naʹs Encounters on the South and the Southwest (Brill, 

2014), but he managed to publish an article, 

ʺDistinguishing between China and Vietnam: Three 

Relational Equilibriums in Sino-Vietnamese Rela-

tions,” in the Journal of East Asian Studies during the 

summer break. He is looking forward to teaching a 

new course, ʺEast Asian History Through Film,ʺ 

with his Media Studies colleague Tony Fragola dur-

ing the 2014 spring semester.  

Richard Barton continues to work on his 

second book project, tentatively titled Representing 

Anger in Medieval France, c.1000-1200. Building off 

ideas inspired from an undergraduate course 

taught in Spring 2012, he presented a paper at the 

Haskins Society Conference in Boston that called 

into question some long-unquestioned aspects of 

Galbert of Bruge’s famous work, “On the Murder 

of Count Charles the Good of Flanders.” He accept-

ed an invitation to an international conference in 

Durham (England) devoted to the twelfth-century 

historian Orderic Vitalis; there he suggested that 

Orderic had a different understanding of the Latin 

words that we usually translate as “violence.” He 

still awaits the publication of his contribution to the 

2010 Cérisy conference on Lanfranc. Barton devel-

oped three new courses, an honors seminar on 

emotions in the Middle Ages (HSS 101), a course on 

English history to 1660 (HIS 373), and his version of 

the department’s core course on skills and methods 

(HIS 391).  

Jill Bender continues to work on her book 

manuscript, which examines the impact of the 1857 

Indian Uprising on four different colonial sites. In 

addition, during the past year, she published a 

chapter in Mutiny at the Margins: New Perspectives 

on the Indian Uprising of 1857, vol. II, Britain and the 

Indian Uprising (Sage, 2013). The book is part of a 

multi-volume series resulting from the “Mutiny at 

the Margins” project located in the University of 

Edinburgh’s School of History and Classics. Bender 

also completed two chapters unrelated to her book  

project, both of which are currently under review 

and slo"ed for inclusion in forthcoming edited 

volumes. Finally, she enjoyed the opportunity to 

present her work at the UNCG Atlantic World Re-

search Network lunchtime colloquium last March 

as well as at the regional and national meetings of 

the American Conference for Irish Studies.  

2013 was a particularly gratifying year for 

Jodi Bilinkoff as a teacher.  One of her students        

presented a highly praised paper at the 2013  Hon-

ors Symposium, while another, working under 

her direction, wrote a superb senior thesis and 

completed full International and Disciplinary 

Honors in History.  She arranged for Flamenco 

dancer and educator Carlota Santana to perform 

for students in her Fall 2012 course on the History 

of Spain as well as members of the wider universi-

ty community.    In March of 2013 Bilinkoff did 

research and presented an invited paper at a sym-

posium at the Newberry Library in Chicago’s 

beautiful Gold Coast district.  The highlight of her 

year was her trip to San Juan, Puerto Rico, in Oc-

tober 2013 to a"end the annual Sixteenth Century 

Studies Conference.  While she presented a paper, 

a"ended many sessions, and conferred with col-

leagues on ma"ers of professional and pedagogi-

cal interest, she also made the time to swim in the 

warm waters of the Caribbean, explore historic 

Old San Juan, and sample the Island’s famed rum 

drinks. 

Charles Bolton published William F. Winter 

and the New Mississippi: A Biography (University 

Press of Mississippi, 2013).  In October, Bolton 

traveled to Mississippi for five book signings/

readings around the state.  The publisher has 

posted video from two of the events: the one at 

Lemuria Bookstore in Jackson and the one at the 

Old Capitol Museum in Jackson.  Bolton also ap-

peared on Mississippi Public Radio’s “Mississippi 

Edition” to discuss the Winter book. 

Asa Eger had a year of revisions and main-

ly worked on finishing three major publications  

(continued on page 13) 
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support this project: a 2013-14 Regular Faculty 

Grant and a 2013 Summer Excellence Research 

Grant.  

This year two of Benjamin Filene’s public 

projects have explored the links between science 

and history.  In one, Filene has been working with 

the Wagner Free Institute of Science, a venerable 

Philadelphia institution (founded 1855).  The Wag-

ner’s exhibition gallery has remained essentially 

unchanged since the 1890s, making it a window 

into Victorian-era museum history.  Filene has 

been working with the staff to devise multiple in-

terpretive strategies for introducing visitors to the 

museum.  Meanwhile, Filene, with graduate stu-

dent Elizabeth Baker, led Nature Chronicles, a public 

interviewing project in which participants record 

their reflections about their experiences with the 

natural world.  Nature Chronicles is part of a cross-

disciplinary project (Herpetology Education in Ru-

ral Places and Spaces) funded by National Science 

Foundation.  Filene also gave a series of talks about 

a research project focusing on the cultural history 

of a 1930s children’s book about African American 

life, speaking at the Lower East Side Tenement Mu-

seum, UNC-Chapel Hill, UNCG’s African Ameri-

can Studies Program, the Mebane Historical Socie-

ty, and the Orange County Historical Society.  Fi-

nally, in 2013, Filene completed his term on the 

board of the National Council on Public History 

and signed on for another term on the board of the 

North Carolina Museums Council. 

Thomas Jackson won the Edna and Nor-

man Freehling Fellowship in South Atlantic Stud-

ies at the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, 

where he is writing a book about the origins and 

impact of the civil rights revolution of 1963. Con-

structing a narrative of Black insurgency, liberal 

reform, and conservative reaction over sixteen 

months, Jackson’s book explores rapidly shifting 

strategies and ideas of what civil rights meant in 

the movement, media, policy circles, and public 

opinion. As affiliated faculty at the University of  

(continued on page 14) 

(continued from page 12) 

that have been in the works. His book manuscript, 

The Islamic-Byzantine Frontier: Interaction and Ex-

change Among Muslim and Christian Communities, 

will be out next spring and will be published by I.B. 

Tauris. His previous book, The Spaces Between the 

Teeth: A GazeAeer of Towns on the Islamic-Byzantine 

Frontier, was revised and expanded and will also 

come out next spring in a second edition. Lastly, he 

completed a lengthy article on Islamic Antioch and 

urbanism of cities in transition,“(Re)Mapping Medi-

eval Antioch: Urban Transformations from the Early 

Islamic to Crusader Periods,” to appear in Dumbar-

ton Oaks Papers, also in the spring. To counter the 

doldrums of revising, this past summer was spent 

amidst the tear gas clouds and protest crowds in 

Turkey. He spent a month and a half in Istanbul and 

Ankara studying ceramics from both his own pro-

ject, the excavations at Hisn al-Tinat, and the region-

al Mopsos Survey. While there he flew to London to 

give a paper at a small conference on Cyprus and 

Armenian Cilicia from the 12th to the 14th centuries, 

held at the University of London. His paper was 

titled, “After the Byzantine Reconquest: Rural 

Se"lements and Christian and Muslim Identities in 

the Case of Hisn al-Tinat.” He also gave two other 

talks. Last spring he spoke at the Dumbarton Oaks 

Colloquium on Byzantine Survey Archaeology: Re-

flections and Approaches, titled “Considering the 

‘Late Periods’: New Approaches to Older Surveys in 

Byzantine and Islamic Northern Syria.” Last No-

vember he was invited to lecture at the University 

of Southern California on “Transformation of an 

Imperial City: Antioch, Roman, Christian, and Mus-

lim.” Dr. Eger traveled to Israel for a whirlwind 

tour of sites over four days to examine up close and 

personally which of these might be his next project. 

Mark Ellio4 published a book review in the 

Journal of the Civil War Era, and a twelve-page essay 

on ʺEmancipationʺ in a global context for the second 

edition the Encyclopedia of Race and Racism, edited by 

Patrick Mason. In addition, Ellio" continues to work 

on his book manuscript, Liberator Nation: American 

Nationalism and Global Humanitarianism, 1840-1920. 

He was awarded two internal UNCG awards to  
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Virginia’s Miller Center for Public Affairs, Jackson 

heads a commi"ee planning a commemorative con-

ference on the Civil Rights Act of 1964. He is also a 

scholarly advisor to the Library of Congress’ com-

memorative exhibit on the Act. Jackson appeared on 

TV during the August marches on Washington, and 

on an episode of NPR’s Backstory. (Download the 

podcast, “The Fierce Urgency of Now.”) Jackson 

joins former UNCG public historian Kathy Franz on 

the final leg of an NEH-funded Teaching American 

History Grant at American University, titled “The 

Power of Place.” He designed a curricular unit ex-

ploring key sites in Washington, D.C.’s long civil 

rights movement and led a day-long tour for twenty-

five D.C. elementary and high school teachers. The 

experience helped him sharpen his focus on Wash-

ington as a site where African Americans trans-

formed national commemorative space at the same 

that they waged campaigns for home rule, urban de-

velopment, and desegregation. 

Jeff Jones continued his role as Director of 

Undergraduate Studies for the department in 2012-

13 (see page 6). He participated as a discussant for a 

panel at last November’s Association for Slavic, East 

European, and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES) confer-

ence held in New Orleans; the panel was titled, 

“Constructing, Defending, and Provisioning the So-

viet Project: Labor Incentives from Lenin to Khrush-

chev.” Jones organized this year’s 51st Annual meet-

ing of the Southern Conference on Slavic Studies, 

held in Greensboro for the first time ever, March 21-

23.  He also participated in the conference, acting as 

chair for a panel, titled “Points of Crisis within So-

cialism in the Post-Stalin Soviet Union,” and as a dis-

cussant for a panel, titled “Work to War and War to 

Work: Mobilization and De-mobilization in Twenti-

eth Century Central and Eastern Europe.” Jones will 

present a paper at this year’s (November 2013) 

ASEEES conference in Boston, titled “Le"ers to Lead-

ers: Afghantsy demand their Rights in the Yeltsin 

Years.” He will also act as chair at the conference for 

a panel titled, “Upheaval and Displacement  

on the Soviet Home Front: Evacuation and Mobili-

zation in WWII.”  Finally, based on research con-

ducted during a trip to Moscow in the summer of 

2012 on the Soviet-Afghan War, a topic he contin-

ues to pursue for his next book project, Jones will 

a"end a conference in Vilnius, Lithuania, in early 

December 2013, where he will present a paper ti-

tled, “On the Eve of War: The National Soviet Ex-

hibit in Kabul, April-May 1979,” and stay on to 

conduct research in the archives there for about a 

month as well.   

 

For the academic year 2013-2014, Colleen 

Kriger is the Chancellor’s Resident Fellow in the 

Lloyd International Honors College at UNCG.  She 

is also continuing work on her next book, Making 

Money: Life, Death, and Business on the Guinea Coast,  

for which she has an advance contract with Ohio 

University Press.  Her research is based largely on 

the records of Britain’s Royal African Company 

during their monopoly era in the late seventeenth 

and early eighteenth centuries.  In the fall, she and 

seven other scholars from around the world were 

invited to present papers at a symposium at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, in con-

junction with their exhibition, The Interwoven Globe: 

The Worldwide Textile Trade, 1500-1800, on view 

through January 5, 2014.  (See page 4.) She also has 

just published a chapter, “‘Our Indico Designe’: 

Planting and Processing Indigo for Export, Upper 

Guinea Coast, 1684-1702,” in the edited volume, 

Commercial Agriculture, the Slave Trade and Slavery in 

Atlantic Africa (James Currey Press, UK, 2013). 

 

Lisa Levenstein’s article, “‘Don’t Agonize, 

Organize!’ The Displaced Homemakers Campaign 

and the Contested Goals of 1970s Feminism,” was 

accepted for publication in the Journal of American 

History. She received grants to support research on 

her new book project on the Beijing Women’s Con-

ference of 1995 from the Rockefeller Archive and 

Princeton University Libraries.  Levenstein has 

served as co-chair for Scholars for North Carolina’s 

 
 (continued on page 15) 
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Future (SNCF), an organization of people in high-

er education commi"ed to using scholarly 

knowledge to inform public debates.  SNCF is 

growing rapidly and has organized several public 

forums on the new Republican legislative agenda 

and the Moral Monday movement.  Levenstein 

wrote two OpEds for the Greensboro News and Rec-

ord, one on the value of a liberal arts education 

and the other on the state legislature’s new re-

strictions on abortion.  She appeared on WUNC’s 

“The State of Things” to discuss the status of 

women in North Carolina.  Levenstein was hon-

ored to be appointed to the Board of Governors of 

UNC Press and has served on UNC Chapel Hill’s 

interdisciplinary working group: “Rape: Percep-

tions, Realities, Responses.”  She presented sever-

al papers and helped organize a conference in 

honor of her Ph.D. advisor.  

 

Emily Levine spent the academic year as 

an Alexander von Humboldt fellow at the Free 

University in Berlin researching a new project 

about the history of the globalization of the re-

search university. While in Germany she present-

ed her work at universities in Munich, Berlin, and 

Freiburg and organized a conference devoted to 

questions concerning the relationship between 

economics and scholarship. She is also excited to 

report that her first book, Dreamland of Humanists: 

Warburg, Cassirer, Panofsky, and the Hamburg School 

is due out in early December 2013 with the Uni-

versity of Chicago Press. Dreamland of Human-

ists tells the story of the emergence of an unlikely 

trio of transformative German-Jewish intellectu-

als, Aby Warburg, Ernst Cassirer, and Erwin 

Panofsky, in 1920s Hamburg. Known as a banking 

city, Hamburg never had the intellectual reputa-

tion of Berlin. Dreamland of Humanists argues that, 

in fact, this lesser known city was the matrix of 

transformative new ideas about culture and histo-

ry that would have long-lasting consequences in 

Germany, and, ultimately, postwar America. She 

will be discussing her book and signing copies at  

Faculty News 

public events in Greensboro on Sunday, January 26 at 

10am at Beth David Synagogue and on Thursday, Jan-

uary 30 at 5:30pm at the Weatherspoon Art Museum. 

Greg OʹBrien is the Director of Graduate Stud-

ies for the department. In 2013 he became the execu-

tive editor of the journal Native South, published by 

the University of Nebraska Press. He organized a ses-

sion at the American Society for Ethnohistory Annual 

Meeting in September that included presentations by 

two of his Ph.D. students, Steven Peach and Monica 

Ward, while chairing and commenting on another ses-

sion there. He also chaired and commented on ses-

sions at the Organization of American Historians An-

nual Meeting in April and at the American Historical 

Association Annual Meeting in January. He taught a 

new course on Revolts and Rebellions in Colonial 

North America during the summer and continues to 

mentor numerous MA and Ph.D. students while serv-

ing on additional graduate student commi"ees. Work 

also continues on his monograph about the New Orle-

ans Flood of 1849, an edited collection on southern 

Indian history, several articles and essays, book re-

views, and constant service to the department and 

profession. 
 

During academic year 2012-13 Linda Rupert 

was Bernard-Glickman Dean’s Professor in the Col-

lege of Arts and Sciences and a fellow at the National 

Humanities Center. Her article, “‘Seeking the Water of 

Baptism’: Fugitive Slaves and Imperial Jurisdiction in 

the Early Modern Caribbean,” was published in Lau-

ren Benton and Richard J. Ross, eds., Legal Pluralism 

and Empires, 1500-1850 (New York University Press, 

2013). She gave an invited lecture at Stanford Univer-

sity and also presented her developing research at the 

annual meeting of the American Historical Associa-

tion; at the international conference, Africans in the 

Americas, organized by the Omohundro Institute of 

Early American History and Culture; and at the Te-

Paske Seminar in Colonial Latin American History.                                                                            

(continued on page 16) 
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Peter Villella has returned to campus after 

concluding a fellowship with the American Coun-

cil of Learned Societies in 2012-13. While on leave, 

he produced a manuscript detailing the political 

uses of history by indigenous leaders in Spanish-

ruled Mexico. He also contributed an article to a 

forthcoming special issue of the Colonial Latin 

American Review on the Mexican historian don Fer-

nando de Alva Ixtlilxochitl, a seventeenth-century 

descendant of both Spanish colonizers and Nahua 

royalty who wrote accounts of the Aztecs based on 

indigenous paintings and memories. The special 

issue is the first phase of a long-term collaborative 

project to produce the first-ever critical English edi-

tion of Alva Ixtlilxochitl’s most important chroni-

cle, which traces the development of Nahua civili-

zation from the tenth century to its conquest by 

Spain in 1521. He is currently writing an article ex-

amining the origins of heroic representations of 

Cuauhtémoc, the final Aztec emperor, among the 

generation of Nahua leaders that came of age after 

the Spanish conquest of Mexico.  

(continued from page 15) 

 

Lisa Tolbert was honored to be recognized 

as UNCG’s recipient of the 2013 Board of Gover-

nors Award for Excellence in Teaching. The award 

was established in 1994 to underscore the im-

portance of teaching and to encourage, identify, 

recognize, reward, and support good teaching 

within the University. Awards are presented annu-

ally to a member of the faculty of each of the con-

stituent institutions of the University system. She 

continues to serve as the department’s Social Stud-

ies licensure liaison to the School of Education. Tol-

bert was appointed to be UNCG’s representative 

on the newly created General Education Council 

for the University system. She was invited to serve 

on a review panel for the Public Programs Division 

of the National Endowment for the Humanities in 

the category of America’s Historical and Cultural 

Organizations.  She also serves as a member of the 

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources 

Highway Historical Marker Advisory Commi"ee.  

Keep in touch with the History Department! 
We’d like to share your accomplishments with others in future issues of the Historian. Please complete and return this 

form or email your news to Laurie O’Neill at lponeill@uncg.edu. We look forward to hearing from you! “Alumni 

News” may be edited. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name             (first)   (middle )  (last)   
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address (street)      (city)   (state)  (zip) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone       e-mail 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Degree(s) Earned from UNCG       Year Graduated              Area of Study  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Degree(s) Earned Year Graduated            Area of Study           College/University 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Present Position/Title   Organization                                            Location 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other information or news (add page if needed.) 

    
Send toSend toSend toSend to: Editor, Historian, UNCG History Department, PO Box 26170, Greensboro, NC 27402-6170 
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Donations made from 
10/1/2012 to 9/30/2013 

Be4y Crawford Ervin Fellowship in History 
Ms. Betsy Ervin (in honor of Mrs. Be"y Crawford Ervin) 

Mrs. Be"y Crawford Ervin 

Mr. Robert C. Ervin (in honor of Mrs. Be"y Crawford 

Ervin) 

Mr. Kenneth Anthony Razza (in honor of Mrs. Be"y 

Crawford Ervin) 

 

Gayle Hicks Fripp Museum Studies  
Internship 

Ms. Linda Evans (in honor of Mrs. Gayle Hicks Fripp) 

 

Oliver Perry & Be4y Carol Clu4s Scholarship 

Fund 
Dr. George Robert Clu"s (in memory of Mrs. Sue Clu"s) 

 

Kathryn Cobb Preyer Fellowship in History 
Kathryn Cobb Preyer 

Dr. Norris W. Preyer 

 

Dr. Karl A. Schleunes Graduate Award in History 
Dr. Karl A. Schleunes 

 

History Department Enrichment Fund 
Mrs. Gayle Hicks Fripp 

Mr. Terry L. Fripp 

Mrs. Gayle Caldwell Lackey 

Mr. Lunsford Richardson Smith 

Mrs. Moira Smith 

Mr. Thomas T. Taylor 

Mr. Keith Wells 

Ms. Beverly B. Wells 

Jennifer Scism Ash, MA 2008, has been accepted 

into the Ph.D. program at University of Illinois, Chi-

cago. 

 

Jeff Benvenuto, MA 2008, earned his MA in Cultural 

Studies at Uniwersytet Jagiellonski, Krakow, Poland.  

He is now a Ph.D. student in Global Affairs at Rut-

gers-Newark, State University of New Jersey. 

 

Hayley Chambers, MA 2008, is now Curator of Col-

lections and Exhibits at the Sitka Historical Society 

and Museum, Sitka, Alaska. 

 

Miriam Farris, MA 2010, is a Museum Specialist at 

Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site in Flat 

Rock, North Carolina. 

 

Ethan Moore, MA 2010, is back at UNCG to pursue 

his Ph.D. in History. 

 

Angela Robbins Marri4, Ph.D. 2011, is now an As-

sistant Professor of History at Meredith College. 

 

Joseph Moore, Ph.D. 2011, received a short-term 

research grant from Harvard University’s Interna-

tional Seminar on the History of the Atlantic World.  

Dr. Moore is an assistant professor at Gardner-Webb 

University. 

 

Tiffany Butler Packer, Ph.D. 2012, is serving as a 

Visiting Assistant Professor at Johnson C. Smith 

University for the 2013-14 academic year. 

 

Rebecca Adams, MA 2013, is a Ph.D. student at 

George Mason University.  She published a book 

review in the North Carolina Historical Review in 2012. 

 

Christopher Graham, Ph.D. 2013, published 

“Evangelicals and ʹDomestic Felicityʹ in the Non-

Elite South,” Journal of Southern Religion, 2013. 

Jeremy Piercy, MA 2013, now pursues his Ph.D. at 

the University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom. He 

published ʺThe English Civil War and the Glorious  

Revolution,ʺ In World Democracy: From Ancient Times  

Alumni News 

to the Peoples Revolutions of the 21st Century, (M. E. 

Sharpe, 2013); ʺU.S.S. Relief,ʺ In An Encyclopedia of 

American Women at War: From the Home Front to the 

BaAlefields, (ABC-Clio, 2012); and a book review in 

Essays in History, 2013.  

 

Amber Williams, MA 2013, is a Guest Relations Spe-

cialist at the Country Music Hall of Fame, Nashville, 

Tennessee. 
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Degrees Awarded 2012-2013 
Baccalaureate Degrees  

Jesse Ray Andrews 

Andrew Robert Baker* 

Aubrey Renee Baldwin 

Zachariah Abraxas Bell 

Jonathan Benimana 

Samuel Jordan Berrier* 

Landon K. Bigelow* 

Holly Elizabeth Bingham 

April Leigh Black 

Amy Elizabeth Brock 

Brandon Lamar Brown§ 

Russell Adam Brown 

Sco" Dunham Brownlow* 

Ajia LeNora Caitlin Burris 

Casey Marie Carter 

Christopher James Clark§ 

Eric James Closs* 

Hannah Marie Coleman 

Isaiah Carl Otis Collins* 

Stephen Michael Comer 

Nathan John Costa Deir* 

Maria Ruiz Dizon 

Gabriella Summer Drouillard* 

Jeremy B. East 

Andrew John Edscorn§ 

Ma"hew Logan Ellis 

Charles Drew Esposito 

Joshua Patrick Eubanks 

Madeline Kate Farlow 

David Allan French 

Brandon Edward Goodwin 

Erica D. Gramolini 

Alannah J. Gray 

Linda Rae Gunter* 

Teenia Darlene Harmon 

Jennifer Leigh Hemphill 

Zachary Aaron Herrmann 

Ryan Sco" Hickling 

Jacob Thomas Hinckle§ 

Jessica Anne Howard 

Brian Hunt 

Stephen Lynn Hurley Jr. * 

Jamey Ryan Jarre"* 
 

Doctoral Degrees   

Rebecca B. Adams 

Elizabeth Ross Baker 

Thomas Thaddeus Bogucki 

Sarah Elizabeth Cloutier 

Joseph Forrest Hill* 

Ellen Kuhn 

Kendon Leve" 

Laura Glass Malloy 

Jeremy L. Piercy 

Shawna Prather 

Marianne Pace Taylhardat 

Maggie K. Tucker 

Michael Verville 

Amber Marie Williams 

Ashley Nicole Wya" 

Phi Alpha Theta Initiates 

*December 2012 Graduate     
§
August 2013 Graduate 

Master’s Degrees   

Karen Medlin Hawkins* 

Elizabeth Paige Meszaros* 

Alyce P. Miller* 

Ellen Natasha Thompson* 

Victoria G. Allen 

Maria Ruiz Dizon 

Kelsey S. Gilligan 

Alicia M. McMahan 

Christopher M. Nichol 

Katherine E. Peterson 

Rachel C. Sanders 

Katherine L. Shank 

Lydia A. Sworael 

Joseph W. Winberry 

William W. Zang 

 

Jada L. Jones 

Ryan Micheal Kearney* 

Andrew Wayne Kerbs* 

Jacob Earl Lancaster 

Brooke Leanna Li"le* 

Timothy John Lounsbury* 

Kevin Ma"hew Lubinski 

Jesus Luviano 

Simone Gladys McDonald 

William Gregory McGee 

James Michael Mieczkowski* 

Ma"hew Keith Moss 

Joseph E. Munday 

Miranda Desiree Murphy 

Nathan Ross Myers 

Margaret Mordarski Newlin* 

Marty Gene Noe* 

James Dewey Overman 

James Stephen Page 

Ryan Michael Pass 

Jomar Augustine Pastorelle 

Nathan Robert Phillips* 

Justin Henry Pope* 

Jonathan David Raper* 

Kimberly Jordan Robinson 

Jakeem Ade Royal 

Katherine Louise Shank 

James William Shelton 

Alexandria Anne Shepherd 

Daniel Paul Sileaky 

Michael Thomas Smith* 

Ashton Alexandria Stansberry 

Amanda Lynn Stinson* 

William Fulton Sutherland Jr.§ 

Lydia Ann Sworael§ 

Carl Eugene Thompson Jr. 

Nicholas John Tyler 

John Tyler Vogler 

Marc Lewis Wena 

William Travis Wilson 

Joseph Winberry 

Brandon Kyle Winters 

Joshua Wayne Witherspoon§ 

Blake E. Wright* 



Sonia Haga 
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Scholarships and Honors 

 

Greensboro Graduate  

Scholarship 

Mary Ruth Williford 
 

Hilda Burton Fountain  

Fellowship in History 

Melanie Amanda Staley 

 

History Department Teaching 

Assistant Award 

Margaret Keeton Williams 
 

Joseph M. Bryan Jr. Fellowship 

Hannah Dudley Shotwell 

 

Pauline and Hugh B. Hester 

Graduate Fellowship 

Alexandra Marie Latona 
 

Rebecca Chambers Wright          

Scholarships 

Elyse Catherine Benne" 

Sunny Townes Stewart 
 

Richard G. Lane Memorial  

History Scholarships 

Katherine Grace Lange 

Lindsey Nicole Payne 

Annie J. Rubel 

Allen W. Trelease Graduate 

Fellowships 

Sarah Jane Gates 

Therese Marie Strohmer 

Margaret Keeton Williams 

 

Atlantic World Research  

Network Graduate Student  

Research Prize 

Laura Glass Malloy 
 

Be4y Crawford Ervin  

Fellowship in History 

Edward Jackson Lee 

 

Charles A. Hayes Graduate  

Fellowship 

Ma"hew David Hina 
 

Draper-Gullander-Largent 

Graduate Fellowship 

Meghan Elizabeth Reed 

 

Dr. Karl A. Schleunes  

Graduate Award in History 

Robert Andrew Bedingfield 
 

 
 

Graduate Awards 

Nicole Ard 

Brandie Cline 

Elizabeth Halle" 

Aaron Kepley 

 

Shawna Prather 

Angela Thorpe 

Maggie Tucker 

Amber Williams 

Teaching Assistants 2012-2013 

Katrin Deil 

James Hall 

Brian Lee 

Justina Licata 

Sarah McCartney 

Ian Michie 

Jamie Mize 

Eric Oakley 

Steven Peach 

Joseph Ross 

Deborah Russell 
 

Jason Stroud 

Virginia Summey 

Donna Ward 

Monica Ward 

Margaret Williams 

Graduate  Assistants 2012-2013 

Ellen Kuhn 

Emily Lassiter 

Kendon Leve" 

Lauren Mo"le 
 

Bobbie Carter History Enrichment 

Award 

Mario Edward Bryan Griego 
 

Converse D. Clowse Award 

Maria Ruiz Dizon 
 

Ethel Stephen Arne4 Scholarship 

Ryan Canady 
 

Hilda Burton Fountain Scholarship 

Jennifer Ethridge 
 

Kathrine Robinson Evere4 Award 

Wesley Murphy 
 

Oliver Perry and Be4y Carol Clu4s 

Scholarship 

Brandon Solomon 
 

Outstanding History/Education  

Major 

Ma"hew K. Moss 
 

Outstanding History Research  

Paper 

Denise Patrick 
 

Sadie Adeline Barineau Shipman  

Endowed Scholarship in History 

Kelsey Shea 
 

Sophomore Recognition Awards 

Bri" Preyer 
 

Vera Largent Scholarship 

Sean Brown 
 

Lloyd International Honors  

College Student Excellence Awards 

Stephen Michael Comer 

Maria Ruiz Dizon 

Hannah Hemphill 
 

Disciplinary Honors in History 

Stephen Michael Comer 

Nathan John Costa Deir 

Madeline Kate Farlow 

Jesus Luviano 

Undergraduate 
Awards 


